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importance as assuring the support of the Poles. This
political consideration was of paramount importance, and
turned the balance in favour of an advance on the Tipper
Vistula. From a purely military point of view the Emperor
would possibly have preferred to operate on the angle of the
river about Thorn, spreading his cantonments eastward, with
his flanks resting on the Vistula above and below Thorn. To
the Lower Vistula, as a base, there was the objection that his
communications would be more open to a raid from^Pomerania
than they would be farther south. It is true they were more
exposed to Austria if he advanced on the southern line; but
then, if Austria entered the arena, the whole advance must
have been abandoned until she had been annihilated.

The Emperor, on these considerations, decided to advance,
at least as far as the line of the Vistula from Warsaw to
Thorn. The conduct of the Eussians, when he reached War-
saw, would show whether it was safe to push on beyond the
great river.

The advance was to be in echelons with Davout and
Murat on the right in front. As those marshals progressed
beyond the re-entrant angle of the Vistula below Thorn,
their communications would be exposed to enterprise from
the river. To protect them on this side, the corps of Lannes,
Augereau, Soult, Bessieres, Ney, and Bernadotte would move
in succession on Thorn, the three first-named then turning to
their right up the left bank of the river towards Warsaw.

In this way, any attempt by the enemy, across the river be-
tween Thorn and Warsaw, against the communications of one
corps, would be taken in flank by the corps following. When
Davout and Murat arrived in Warsaw, the corps of Lannes,
Augereau, and Soult would be along the river below it, within
call, whilst Bessieres, Ney, and Bernadotte would be at, or
approaching, Thorn. Thorn and Warsaw would be strongly
held, when taken, as the extremities of the advanced base.

To cover the right flank of Murat and Davout, the corps
of Jerome was available, until the proximity of the Austrian